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Title I Parent/Guardian Involvement Policy

The Math and Science Success Academy seeks the input and involvement of parents and guardians in every facet of their students’ education.  Student success and quality education is achieved through the cooperation and joint efforts of the MASSA community, which includes teachers, students, administrators, and parents. This Parent/Guardian Involvement Policy was developed through the involvement of these four groups (teachers, students, administrators, and parents).  

General Expectations


The Math and Science Success Academy agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:

· MASSA is a Title I school with a Targeted Assistance Plan and will put into operation programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of all parents, consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Ace (ESEA).  These programs, activities and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.

· Consistent with section 1118, MASSA will ensure that the required school-level parental involvement policies meet federal requirements, and that it includes, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA.  (For the MASSA School-Parent Compact, see the MASSA Parent/Student Handbook.)

· MASSA has incorporated the parental involvement policy into its NCLB plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA.

· In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, to the extent practicable, MASSA will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.  

· If the MASSA NCLB Plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan when the plan is submitted to the State Department of Education.

· MASSA will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, and will carry out programs, activities and procedures in accordance with this definition:

· Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring-

a. that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

b. that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;

c. that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;

d. the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA.

Implementation of Parental Involvement Policy Components

1. The Math and Science Success Academy will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of the MASSA Parental Involvement Plan under section 1112 of the ESEA: 

· The school has involved parents in the development of the parent involvement policies by working with the MASSA Parent Advisory Committee on a regular basis to provide parents with information and opportunities to give school officials feedback on various issues. Parents served on this committee to develop the school’s final NCLB plan.  Flyers are sent home to notify parents of the meetings; additionally, notice of the meetings are posted in the school lobby and on the school website. 
2. The Math and Science Success Academy will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA: 

· Throughout each year Parent Advisory Committee meetings are held at the school on a regular basis to involve parents in the process of school review and improvements.  Meetings are held at a variety of times to allow for the involvement of parents with diverse schedules.  Teachers, administrators, parents and students are invited to evaluate the parent programs for participation and quality, and to identify and address barriers to parent participation.  Flyers are sent home to notify parents of the meetings; additionally, notices of the meetings are posted in the school lobby and on the school website.  Additionally, at the end of each year, a parent survey is sent home requesting feedback from all parents regarding all of MASSA’ programs.  Survey results are shared with all members of the MASSA community and are used in evaluating and revising the Parent/Guardian Involvement Policy and all other school policies and programs.
3. The Math and Science Success Academy will provide the following necessary coordination, technical assistance, and other support to ensure the planning and implementing of effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance: 

· To ensure the planning and implementing of effective parental involvement activities, MASSA administration coordinates with the MASSA ELL coordinator to provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.  Additionally, the MASSA Network administrator is available to provide technical assistance to parents as needed. Parent meetings are held monthly, on alternating days and times to ensure that parents with various schedules are able to attend.  
4. The Math and Science Success Academy will coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies in Part A with parental involvement strategies under any other programs the school may operate, such as Head Start, Reading First, Even Start, etc. by: 

· Providing parents of participating students with information regarding the parent involvement policies, inviting parents to join the Parent Advisory Committee, and providing parents with opportunities to give school officials feedback via surveys.
5. The Math and Science Success Academy will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental involvement policy in improving the quality of its Title I, Part A schools. The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement. 

6. The Math and Science Success Academy will build the schools’ and parent’s capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically described below: 

A. MASSA will provide assistance to parents of children served by the school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following, by undertaking the actions described in this paragraph -- 

• the State’s academic content standards, 

• the State’s student academic achievement standards, 

• the State and local academic assessments including alternate assessments, 

• the requirements of Part A, 

• how to monitor their child’s progress, and 

• how to work with educators: 

· MASSA provides assistance to parents in understanding the preceding topics through a variety of means:  
· The Math and Science Success Academy hosts at least one annual Open House at which time parents are informed of the Title 1 program, the curriculum offered at the school, how student progress is measured, and the expectations for Title 1 students.  Parents are notified of this meeting by variety of means, including signs, flyers, emails, website, and word of mouth.  Parents have access to the annual school report card with aggregate information, including student achievement (disaggregated by category), graduation rates, performance of LEAs, teacher qualifications, and other required information. 
· Parents receive annually the MASSA Parent/Student Handbook and syllabi for all courses.  This Parent/Student Handbook also contains important information relating to the programs, services, policies and expectations of the school. Parents sign that they have read the Handbook with their children. 
· Monthly parent newsletters are sent home with students to provide parents with valuable information and updates regarding the preceding topics in a timely manner.  For example, when information is released by the state regarding academic assessments, this information in the MASSA Newsletter.  The newsletters are also posted in the school lobby and on the school website.  

· The school website contains comprehensive information for parents including informative articles regarding the preceding topics, the MASSA Newsletter, and helpful links to state and federal pages which provide further resources.  

· Parents are welcome to visit the campus and schedule appointments with teachers or administrators at any time.  Staff is kept up to date regarding the preceding topics through attending professional training sessions and conferences, and via weekly staff meetings.  Parents should notify the office in advance of their visit and sign in at the front desk upon arrival.

· Student grade reports are sent to parents on a bi-quarterly basis.  Teachers meet with parents during conferences regarding the student’s grades, in order to keep the parents informed regarding the student’s progress and make the parents aware of strategic ways in which they may work with their students.

B. MASSA will provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement: 

· MASSA provides materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement through a variety of means:  
· MASSA has subscribed to the Reading Connection and to School and Home Connection parent newsletters.  These are sent home monthly, attached to the MASSA Newsletter.  The Reading Connection provides valuable literacy training and tips to assist parents when working with their children on language skills.  The School and Home Connection covers a variety of topics, including information regarding homework/study skills, means of effective parental involvement, and listings of valuable websites providing additional information and resources regarding academics and parenting.

· MASSA hosts monthly parent meetings, at which parents, teachers, administration and students are encouraged to attend.  These meetings provide an opportunity for MASSA to provide parents with materials and training to help them in working with their children, as well as providing parents an opportunity to address questions to administration and teachers regarding effective strategies for working with their children.

· Conferences are held on a quarterly basis, or more often as requested by the parent or teacher.  Conferences provide parents and teachers an opportunity to address specific student needs and to collaborate together in selecting materials and methods for parents to work with their children.

· The MASSA computer lab is open after school and computer/technology training is available to parents as requested.

C. MASSA will educate its teachers, principals and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools, by: 

· Providing high quality professional development opportunities through training and conferences offered through the state or other professional organizations.  Weekly staff meetings allow for the dissemination of information gained by individual staff members through training.  Additionally, speakers are occasionally brought to the school during in service days or regular staff meetings to train the entire staff.

D. MASSA will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, by: 

· Providing parents of participating students with information regarding the parent involvement policies, inviting parents to join the Parent Advisory Committee, and providing parents with opportunities to give school officials feedback via surveys.  
E. MASSA will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the school and parent- programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand: 

· Information related to the school and parent- programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to parents of participating children through a variety of means including school newsletter, lobby notices, and website posting.   MASSA will provide information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.
Additional Parental Involvement Policy Components

· MASSA has established monthly parent meetings, during which attendees may:

· Provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement. 

· Review the various programs of the school and provide input and feedback to the school administration.
· Collaborate with MASSA administration and teachers to improve communication between staff and parents.
· Receive training regarding how to enhance the involvement of other parents.
· Communication with parents is key to ensuring student success.  In order to ensure frequent, effective communication with parents, MASSA employs the additional following methods:

· Conferences are held throughout the year on a quarterly basis.  Any parent may request a conference with a teacher at any time by contacting the school office to schedule an appointment.  During conferences, in collaboration with teachers, parents, students, and administrators, a plan is developed to help students improve their academics and to ensure that students are achieving school and state standards.   

· Students maintain a daily journal or student planner as a requirement of the academic program. Teachers and parents communicate weekly via this journal. Should parents have questions regarding their student’s progress, they are encouraged to use the student planner as a means of communication with the teachers. Parents are asked to sign the planner weekly.  Teachers and parents may also communicate regularly using email, through conferences or by phone.  
· Formal report cards are sent home bi-quarterly to inform parents of their students’ current class standings.  

· A daily log for students experiencing academic or behavioral difficulty serves to improve communication among teachers, parents, and administrators for students with specific, challenging needs.  

· Parent newsletters are sent home on a regular basis with students to inform parents of school events and opportunities for involvement.  These newsletters are also posted in the school lobby and on the school website.  

· The school website contains comprehensive information for parents regarding school programs and staff qualifications.  Additionally, instructors post homework for their courses on the school website daily.  Parents that do not have access to the Internet may call the school or stop to pick up a listing of daily assignments.    

· Parents are welcome to visit the campus and observe classes at any time; parents should notify the office in advance of their visit and sign in at the front desk upon arrival.

· Results of achievement tests are shared with parents by mail or in person. Parents may schedule conferences with the principal and/or teachers to review the testing results.

· The MASSA Parent/Student Handbook contains the school-parent compact, the school mission statement, information on school governance, admission and enrollment information, school policies, discipline guidelines, and a description of student and parent programs. Also included are policies and information regarding health and safety issues, volunteerism, special education, and many other aspects of life at MASSA. The compact itself lists the rights and responsibilities of the school, parent, and students, and is signed by all three participants.

· Parents are encouraged to be involved in their students’ education and are provided with many opportunities to volunteer at the school.  Parents may volunteer in the classroom with academic programs or outside of the classroom with field trips, extra-curricular events, and other needs outside of school hours.  A survey is sent home at the start of each school year stating the volunteer opportunities available and providing parents with an opportunity to notify the MASSA administration of their interest and availability.  
· MASSA aims to maximize parental involvement and participation by:

· Arranging school meetings at a variety of times, or conducting in-home conferences with parents who are unable to attend those conferences at school.
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